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Above: A detail of the Cast Iron column on the  
Albany Regional Museum Building. The face is said 
to represent Minerva the goddess of wisdom, and was 
cast in Albany at the Albany Iron Works. The column 
has since been painted black. 

Above: Advertisements painted on commercial buildings were popular in Albany as well as on Main Street 
buildings across America. Signs like these, still visible today are called “ghost signs.” This sign is located 
at First Avenue near Lyon Street. Other ghost signs can be seen on Albany’s downtown buildings if you look 
closely. Photo by: Rebecca Bond.

Then & Now Above: Historical photo Courtesy of the Albany Regional Museum, from the Robert Potts Collection, Remembering When Vol II 
#48. Albany Street Car on the SW corner of First and Ellsworth. The building still stands with the upper floor and bay windows removed as 
seen here. Albany’s current Trolley on the SW corner of First and Ellsworth. The building to the right of the trolley is undergoing extensive 
restoration. Current Photo by: Tyler Gould.

Look up to find these Details in Downtown

Below: Cornice detail on Ellsworth Street. Photo by: Rebecca Bond

Left:
Flinn Building 
Close-up photo 
by: Steve Reed.

Below: The c1900 on the corner of First and Ellsworth has been keeping time 
in Downtown Albany since 1970 when it was brought here from Portland The 
original F.M. French clock was sold and is currently in Rosburg, OR. Photo by: 
Oliver J. Anderson.


